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course of justice and gi\en great interruption :u the lu^ixu-- of :Lc ^Ii/,in>-
tration. Yet \sc must lament that the juk and ncco^iry pi;:u-hrriuit inrlkaci
upon those who had committed abuses should unaundalViy i-xit-nd :u other?
who always acted with integrity and honour.
9.    The more effectually to remove every cause of complaint and render
the ministers responsible for the ojllcctioii of the stated revenue, \\v have
directed that none besides those who arc employed in certain public station^
shall in future correspond with the officers of the Gu\ err. merit, hold Iit:icK lend
monev to the zemindars or take anv other means of improving their fortune*-
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or acquiring influence in the country that may tend to disturb, distress ur de-
fraud either the administration or the people, and this prohibition we !ia\e
extended to ail your servants civil and military arid their dependants. It was
the earnest request of the ministers that we should impost such restrictions
and we thought compliance but reasonable as we were well assured that the
revenue had suffered from the excess to which these practises were carried.
10.    In one instance, however. \\e have taken the liberty of deviating frcm
your orders for recalling the free merchants &c.   The plan for conducting the
pint inland trade in the articles of salt, betelnut and xobacco. is in itself so
extensive, the capital required so v*ry considerable and the difficulty of pro-
curing money at a moderate interest so great, that it becomes indispensibly
necessary, the accounts of the Society should be closed and their books balanced
with more dispatch than can be exptcteci, should black gomastahs and agents
be employed ; for this reason and because we are willing to promote to the
utmost of our power a scheme that appears well calculated for your interest
and the public benefit, we have permitted the Committee of Trade to appoint
European agents for disposing of the Society's concerns- at certain established
marts in different parts of the country.   And as for this purpose, Company's
servants could not be spared from the Presidency and subordinates, those agents
are therefore chosen from the list of free merchants with the utmost attention
to their character and former behaviour.   Besides which we have strictly con-
fined them to the business of the Society by such severe penalties and restric-
tions as we think must effectually prevent their giving offence or molestation.
Should we find these limitations insufficient to secure the peace of the country
and remove all cause of complaint, we are then determined to recall them
and remit the business to black agents.
11.    Further to assist this valuable branch of commerce and promote the
credit of the infant Society, the Governor and Council have at the request of
the Committee of Trade, signed and executed a deed for the better securing
to the Society, the free and exclusive purchase and sale of the articles of salt
&c. from the" 1st September 1765 to the 30th August 1766: allowing a sufficient
time to dispose of such stock as may be provided for the season in order to
prevent the great loss that must arise to the proprietors should any alteration
take place, by your order after the concerns of the year are begun and before
the same are'concluded.   We therefore flatter ourselves with your entire appro-
bation of this measure, so essential to the due execution of the plan formed
by your permission and with all possible regard to your interest,
12.    Our proceedings point out clearly the increase of your rents issuing
from the Calcutta lands and the general minutes entered upon that subject
explain our sentiments on the prospect we have of rating the pergunnahs still